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Oo Tin’ wp ; ; q six pence sterling. For what pyrpose had she | dotlars, forge same purposes, while the father 
yw Batiobaderdy le Pht iid = laid aside this money ? The second verse informs | who supported him and the mother who bore him, 

— WILLIAM BELL us, it was “for her soa to inake a gravenand mol-|havé by hard labor, merely obtained a scanty 

EDITOR AND PROPR IETOR. tenimage.”. This then, was the robbery of the} subsistence? If you have, you have had {the 

mother. She robbed her own family for the pur- | case of Micah before you. Now supposing some 

the poi. Teams—1,50 in advance—2,00 at the expiration of| poses of idolatry. Micah, her son, discovers this | one should go and discourse with these individu- 
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SERMON, 
BY REY. C. ¥. LE FEVRE. 

«Then said Micah, now know I that the Lord will do 
me good, seeing I have a Levite ‘to my priesi.”—sup6- 
us xvii. 13. 

It was. well observed by the poet, that “the 
proper study of mankind is man;” and we can- 
iot avoid’ being of the opinion that if people 
would study human nature a Jittle more, and 
ooks a little less, that a great deal which now 
appears to be religion and virtue, would wear 
the unvarnished stamp of imposition and priest- 
eraft. Men are the same in all ages, and in all 
countries ; they are constituted of precisely the 
same materials, and he who studies the disposi- 
tions of those among whwm he lives, will, in that 
marrow cirele, find abundant materials by which 
toform a correct estimate of human character.— 
Such men will be admirably adapted to meet hu- 
man nature in all its varieties, without being mo- 
ied by the influence of pee or imposed upon 
by the professions of sa 
























pretty correct idea of what is passing now before 
our eyes.—The little history connected with our 
text is one of this character; it furnishes ample 
materials for parallelism, and we shall endeavor 
o make it both interesting and instructive, by 
showing that it is. but a picture of the age in 
which we live. 

The chapter opens in these words—“And there 


td vas aman of Mount Ephraim, whose name was 
ag w6 Micah. And he said unto his mother, the eleven 
lest WUndred shekels of silver that were taken from 
rs will thee, about which thou cursedst and spakest of| 
prope also in mine ears, behold the silver is with me, | 
gid took it. And his mother said, blessed be thou of 
snes ‘te Lord, my son. And when he had restored 
scout the eleven hundred shekels of silver to his moth- 
oat er, his mother said, I had wholly dedicated the | 


silver unto the Lord, from my hand, for my son 
tomake a graven and a molten image, now there- 
» tho fore I will restore it unto thee. Yet his mother 
took the two hundred shekels of silver and gave 





them to the founder, who made thereof a graven| 
oii Mage and a molten image, and they were in the| 
rarr@™ house of Micah. And the man Micah had ate 
ov se of gods. and made an ephod and teraphim, | 
oo and consecrated one of his suns, who became his 
casio Pest.” In this transaction we have several 
his ef Mings to notice, in order to come to an explana- 
ane tion of the subject. 
ih In the first place, we notice the conduct of the 
ould Mother. The good woman had amaazced eleven 
to} hundred shekels of silver—that is, about the sum 


ctimonious pretenders. 
There are many instrfctive lessous in the bi-| 
ble, which, if duly considered, would give us a, 


hoard and seizes it. When he did this, it is most 
probable that he was ignorant of the purpose to 
which his mother was going to apply it, or he 
would not have stolen it. ‘The old lady was 
much distressed about the loss of her money, and 
cursed—that is, she abjured all her family, and 
threatened a curse on them, if they knew where 
the money was, and did not discoverit. Weare 
not told what induced Micah to disclose the se- 
cret. As no solution to this difficulty is given, we 
can only offer a speculative opinion. It is very 
probable then, that the mother, ia talking about 
her loss, had mentiuned theepurposes to which 
that money was to be applied. . We are the more 
disposed to adopt this sentiment, from the fact 
‘that Micah was as fond of images as his mozher, 
and when he found that she intended this sum for 
a purpose congenial with his own feelings, he 
made a virtue of this discovery and gave in his 
confession. Perhaps too, it was customary in 
those days, as it is now, to tell their experience. 
The mother had vindicated the doctrine that 
there was no harm in robbing the children, ifthe 
money was devoted to pious purposes; and uo 
| duubt the s8n availed himself of. this argument to 
excuse his theft, and adopting the same reason- 
ing would maintain that there was no harm in the 
children roLbing the pavents, ifthe money was in 
the samé way applied. Ja this mgiter you will 








reprobated in the common trensactions of life, it 
was proper enough in religion. There was no 
| diftsrense now existing.between the mother and 
|the son—there was some ceremony about the son 


mother again offering it to the son, who refused 
it, but this was nothing more than those little os- 
tentatious displays of generosity, which professors 
|every day favor us with—both knew well enough 
how the money was to be expended, and accor- 
dingly the image was made. Do we, my friends, 
feel ashamed of this injustice and roguery under 
the sanction of religion? Do we blush at this 
exhibition of mora] turpitude? Let us look at 
what is passing before us, and reserve our indig- 
nation for our own country and our own people. 

Has it never met your view or come to your 
knowledge, to see or hear of a parent ofa family, 
subscribing to some of the favorite idols of the 
day, while his own family were destitute, if not 
of the necessaries, at least of the comforts, of life? 
Have you never known some poor weak sister of 
the faith, laboriously engaged at those times which 
should be sacred to repose, or to the assistance 
ofher family, in making provision to assist in 
some wild missionary scheme? If such things 





have come within your notice, you have had the 
case of Micali’s mother before you.—She is amass- 
ing shekels forthe graven andthe molten image. 

Again, have you never heard of a pious son 
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giving at least, eleven hundred shekels, or 550 


als and expostulate with them on the injustice and 
inconsistency of this conduct, we do not in the 
least doubt but that their rehgious experience 
would closely accord with that of Micah and his 
mother. They would say “we have wholly de- 
voted this silver unto the Lord,” for a tract soci- 
ety. They would use the same argument, that 
the Pharisees of old did, and which our blessed 
Master so sharply reproved. “It is a gift, by 
whatsoever thou mightest have been profited,” 
and so for the glory of God and his holy religion, 
they would leave their father and mother to starve. 

After Micah had the image made, he sets his 
household in order—he makes his dwelling a 
house of gods; he has his ephod and teraphim, and 
consecrates one of his sons, who becomes his priest. 
When a man in the present day, gets linked into 
the trammels of an orthodox church, his domes- 
tic establishment is something like Micah’s.— 
Formerly the bible for his instruction in the mor- 
al law, and good books of history and informa- 
tion, were all that was required, but now he has 
a house of idols, religious papers devoted to revi- 
vals—tracts by the dozen—Sunday school re- 
ports—missionary reports—bible society reports 
—tempefance society reports—in short, al] the 
images of the day, adorn his shelves. 








mischief does not end here. His children are to 
be fed with this trash; whether they receive it as 


observe that they boty uJfeed (T4eqe yeligious| truth or not, becomes not the subject of enquiry, 
experience. However such conduct would be| Whether it is consonant to the tenor of scripture, 


camot be agitated by a member of his family. 
These traditions have superéeded the diligent 
search of the scriptures, and they must bow be 
fore these idols. Ifhe hasa pious son,one of the 


giving back the money to the mother, and the | same religious experience as himself, he conse- 


crates him chaplain 
priest. . 

Cur history proceeds by informing us that 
there was a young man, a Levite, that is, a 
priest, who departed from the place of his resi- 
dence in Bethlehem Judah, and was travelling to 
find a place to sojourn in, and in his travels he 
comes to the house of Micah. Micah inquires 
whence he came, and the young man tells him 
that he is a priest looking out fora place. Mi- 
cah, most probably, pleased with his appearance, 
makes him -an offer. ‘Micah said unto him, 
dwell with me, and be unto me a father and a 
priest, and I will give thee ten shekels of silver 
by the year,and a suit of apparel, & thy victuals. 
So the Levite went in.” There are some things 
in this part of the history worthy of notice. We 
cannot avoid being struck with the very moderate 
sum offered to the priest, as a compensation for 
his seryjces. Let us see—ten shekels, that is five 
dollars, a suit of apparel, and his victuals. This 
was all for the services of one year. Missiona- 
ries did not fare so well then as they do now. 
Travelling preachers must have been little 
thought of, to accept such an offer as this. Mi- 
cah must certainly have been a parsimonious 


to his family—he becomes his 


But the: 






man, or he t think much of his priest. He 
had devoted two hundred shekels for his image, 
aod yet only gave the priest ten for a year. But 
the priest knew very well what he was about.— 
We shall see in the sequel, that the priest had the 
advantage; and it will afford you this important 
Jesson—that he who undertakes to engage with a 

priest, single-handed, will generally get the worst 

of the battle. 

In this conduct of Micah’s, we find something 

very analagousin the conduct of professors at 
the present day. How often do we find a man 
liberal to profusion, in giving money to some i- 
dolatrous purposes, to have his name blazoned, 
and recorded, and trumpeted through the world, 
as having made a present of so many thousand 
dollars, for some ridiculous purpose—to get up 
a revival among the Hottentots, or to have the 
souls of the Esquimaux—which same individual 
in his dealings with his fellow men, is abating 
their services and grinding down the laborer and 
mechanic to the lowest fraction. They will dis- 
pute the honest account of a tradesman, and put 
the money abated from his just demands into the 
missionary bag—thus fulfilling the old adage, 
“rob Peter and pay Paul. In this trait of Micah’s 
character, I would not have you suppose that I 
am taking sides with the Levite, by no means— 
he took care of himself.—In the same manner, I 
am not taking sides with modern priests against 
professors—they will take care of themselves. 
The particular trait in the human character 
which these remarks are introduced to develope, 
is that particular one whica in.pels a man to he 
excessively profuse with his money, in some in- 
stances, and excessively mean in others. 

We proceed with our history. After Micah 
had the priest safely lodged in his family, he be- 
gan to look around him with great satisfaction. 
He had his. idols about him, and whatever had 
heen his misgivings as to the propriety of’ his 
conduct, he now felt a confidence in-the correct- 
ness ofthe course which he had adopted. He 
felt moreover, an assurance of hope that the 
blessings of God would be added to his unsancti- 
fied proceedings. The simple fact of having en- 
listed a priest in his service, was to this supersti- 
tious man, proof positive that God contemplated 
his conduct with pleasure. Under the influence 
of this feeling, he utters the exc!amation contain- 
ed in the text—*Now know J that the Lord will 
do me good, seeing I have a Levite to my 
priest.” 

Micah’s reasoning is bynomeanssingular. It 
is most unfortunately the case, that the world is 
fall of men, who are swayed by the same super- 
stitious motives. However certain measures 
may oppose the plainest principles of common 
integrity, yet if they have the sanction of the 
priest, it is all right—it is the Lord’s will—men 
know that God will do them good. We shall 
furnish an example or two by way of illustration, 
contrast them together, and then see the correct- 
ness of this remark. 

Supposing a man should go about this city 
begging, representing that both himself and anu- 
merous family, were in a state of th: greatest 
distress and poverty—tut instead of this being 
the case, the fellow had in the bank of New 
York. the sum. often thousand dollars. Jf this 
shonld come to the ears of the magistrates, what 

would they do? If they did their duty, they 
would commit him as a vagrant and imposter.— 
There could be no course of reasoning, however 
ingenious and plausible, that would satisfy,a 


plain common sense man, that he was not an.im' 
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postor. He might say that no one was obliged 
to give; but would that excuse the imposition ? 
By no means: he is no better than a robber—the 
principle is the same—the disposition is the 
same—physical force is all that is wanting, to. 
complete the highwayman, Now look at anoth- 
cer case.—Instead of a beggar, a well dressed 
and well fed priest goes round the city to collect 
money for the Bible Society. He represents the 
family of mankind in a famishing, perishing 
state, and the funds to supply people with the 
bread and waters of life at the lowest ebb. He 
collects a large amount and goes his way. Now 
it is proved that so far from his. story being cor- 
rect, the said Sciety, and its kindred branches, 
posses as much bank stock and real estate as any 
company inthe Union. Now I speak as unto 
wise men. Is not this the most gross and flagrant 
imposition? Can there be any course of reason- 
ing that will satisfy the unsophisticated mind that 
this is right? But how different is the treatment 
which the two men will reeeive—the lay beggar 
will be sent to the Penitentiary or Bridewell— 
the clerical beggar will be treated with the great- 
est respect; he will be hailed as being in the ser- 
vice of the Lord; people will say, “‘we know that 
the Lord will #do us good, seeing we have a Le- 
vite to our priest.” “The reasoning which the 
beggar might adopt as the plea for his justifica- 
tion, is precisely that which is used by the advo- 
cates of these begging societies—You need not 
give unless you please, there is no force made 
use of.” But this is not true 3-it is less admissa- 
ble in this case, than inthat of the beggar. A 
man cannot do as he pleases. 1f he refuses, he is 
proscribed, he is pointed at, he is shunned by the 
members of his church. 'The edict has gone 
forth ; he must either unite in the schemes of the 
day, or submit to cold-treatment fron? the whole 
church. 

It is not true that no force is used. The worst 
of force is employed, the cunning and s ophistry 
of strong minds over the hearts of the weak and 
credulous. ‘here is no difference in the force 
which the highway man employs, who takes 
your purse by physical strength, or makes you 
surrender it by threatening your life. There is 
no-moral difference in the force which the priest 
employs, who takes your money by picking your 
pocket, or makes you surrender it by denouncing 
God’s judgment on you in case of refusal. He 
commits a double theft—he takes away your free- 
dom as well as your money. 

We might extend our views on this part of 
our subject, and show that there are many more 
cases in which the sanctio. of the priest recon- 
ciles to the men of this generation the most pal- 
pable breaches of integrity and common honesty. 
We have, however, several other things t» no- 
tice as connected with this history, which will 
prevent us from dwelling any longer on this par- 
ticular point. 

While Micah and his priest and household 
were quietly settled and things went on prosper- 
ously, it came to pass, that a company of the 
tribe of Dan passed thro’ the country, seeking 
“them an inheritance to dwell in, for unto that day 
all their inheritance had not fallen unto them among 
the tribes of Isracl.”. And the children of Dan 
sent out five men, men-of valor, to spy out the 
land and search it and when they had come to 
Mount Ephraim, they -ledged in the house of 
Micah. They discovered immediately that the 
young man wasa priest of the tribe of Levi, and 
they began to question him as to the cause 









hatir hired me and I am his priest.” They then 
inquired into the state ofthe country, and wheth- 
er their journey would be prosperous. To these 
questions the priest gives them a satisfactory ap. 
swer- The spies return to those who sent them 
and report matters. On this intelligence, giy 
hundred armed men go forth, accompanied. } 

the spies, and come to the house cf Micah. The 
spies inform their companions that this. is the 
house in which are the ephod and teraphim and 
molten image.—They then resolved to rob the 
house; the six hundred men stood atthe enter. 
ing of the gate, and the five spies bore away the 
images. ‘The priest enquires of them what they 
are about. What doye? ‘And they said unto 
him, Hold thy peace, lay thine hand upon thy 
mouth and go with us and be to us a father anda 
priest; is it better for thee to be a priest unto a 
house of one man, or that thou be a priest untoa 
tribe and family in Israel? And the priest's 
heart was glad, and he took the ephod and tera. 
phim and graven image and went in the midst of 
the people.” —In this transaction there are many 
things worthy of notice. In the first place, the 
ingratitude of the priest. "When he came to Mi- 
cah’s house, in the first instanee, he was a poor 
travelling missionary—a priest seeking a placey 
Micah engaged him. Itis true that his pay was 
not much, less perhaps than Micah might have 
afforded, but at the same time the old man treat. 
ed him well; he considered nim as a son in his 
family. But we must next notice the occasion of 
his leaving him; it was for the money. Isit 
not better to be a priest of a tribe than of a sin 
gle family ? more profitable? more -honorab'e! 
This, you see, my brethren, was a loud eall.— 
What priest could resist it? It was one of those 
irresistable arguments which carry conviction a- 
long with them. ‘And the priest’s heart was 
glad and he went in the midst of the people.” 
But we must lastly notice the dishonesty of the 
priest. Not satisfied with leaving his benefactor, 
he takes along with him the ephod, the teraphin 
and the graven image ; he joins these plunderers 
in stripping the man who had afforded him an 
asylum and support. 

The part of Micah’s priest is not unfrequent- 
ly acted by the modern Levites of the day. He 
who leaves a society which has cherished ané 
supported him, because he has obtained a loud 
call, that is the promise of a large salary, imi- 
tates the Levite. Ifin addition to this, he leaves 
the people destitute, or parts with them abrupt- 
ly, and is indifferent to their welfare, so long as his 
own purpose is answered, that man may be said 
to carry away the ephod and teraphim. But he 
who leaves, his people for the sake of money and 
then telis them that he is truly grieved at part- 
ing with them, that nothing but a sense of duty 
and the powerful operation of God’s holy Spirit, 
selecting him for a field of more extensive use 
fulness, could have induced him to seperate him- 
self from them isa deceiver and a hypocrite, Can 
a man never hear_a call unless the. sound}comes 
through a silver trumpet? The Levite. as far 
as this went, was honest: he never offered to 
make any apology—his heart was glad ; he man- 
ifested his satisfaction without disguise, but now 
a Levite will wear along face and utter sobs and 
greans, while his heart rejoices at his promotion. 

Our history proceeds to inform us that Micab 
and his neighbours go out and call upon the chil- 
dren of Dan. The Danites enquire of Micah, 
«¢What’is the matter, that he should come to them 
with such a company? And Micah answered 






























































of his being there. He. tells them ‘Micah 


and said, Ye have taken away the Gods that k 
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have made and my priest, and what have I more? 
And the children of Dan said unto him, Let not 
thy voice be heard among us, lest angry fellows 
yun upon thee and thou lose thy life with the life 
ef thy household. And the ciildren of Dan 
went their way; and when Micah saw that they 
were tuo strong for him, he turned and went back 
to his house.” 

In this account many salutary lessons may be 
learned. It is often the case that injustice meets 
its reward in a similar manner to which it was 
perpetrated. Micah stole money to make ima- 
ges, and now these images are stolen by his 
priest. This was.a just recompense for Micah, but 
it does not excuse the priest from the charge of 
base ingratitude. 

This kind ot ingratitude is not uncommon in 
the world. We will offer you an instance and 
then dismiss you from this inquiry. It is no un- 
common thing to find a man in a state of actual 
poverty, who, in the cays of his prosperity, has 
expended for the sectarian purposes of the day, 
sufficient to,maintain himself and family. His sub- 
scriptions to some of the popular schemes of the 
day may have beenjexcessively libera!. Helnow 
applies to these very societies for assistance. Does 
he obtain it ? Is there that readiness in these over- 
grown wealthy institutions to hand out that there 
was manifested in taking in? No, my friends; 
the iron grasp of speculating priescrait is like 
a vice, nothing can escape its grip. ‘The dollar 
that gets into the treasury of the Lord, is never 
found floatiug on the waters of benevolence to 
assist the poor and destitute. If it ever finds its 


way out, it 1s for some sectarian purpose, some 


proselyting scheme that shall restore an hun- 
dredfold. Shouldthe applicant remonstrate, the 
language of the Danites would meet his ears— 
“Let-not thy voice be heard among us, lest some 
angry fellows run- upon thee and thou lose thy life. 
He will understand this; he will see that they 
are too strong for him, and he willdesist. Stung 
with pain affthe ingratitude and brutality of such 
people, he willturn away. He will see that he 
has been spending his money for that which sat- 
isfyeth not, and he will regret to think that he 
could have so grossly deceived himself and mis- 
taken the characters of mere professors. as to 
have exclaimed in the days of his liberality, in 
the language of the text, “Now know I that the 
Lord will do me good, seeing I have a Levite to 
my priest” 





TRUST IN GOD. 
‘J will arise and go to my Father.” 

Many and beautiful were the illustrations which 
our Saviour gave ofthe love of our Heavenly Fa- 
ther towards his erring children, in the course of 
his ministration upon earth,—but the parable of 
the Prodigal son is perhaps the most striking and 

- affectionate ofthem all. Few can read this story 
without feeling their hearts touched by love and 
gratitude to that kind Being who is always ready 
to réceive, with open arms, the wanderer; and 
to comfort and console those, whose misfortune 
it has been to partake deeply of the sorrows to 
which this life is subject. Few can meditate upon 
the lesson which it inculcates, and not feel grate- 
ful in the reflection, that at all times they may 
“arise and go to their Father” when in distress, 
without fearing his anger, or dreading the recep- 
tion which they shall meet. 

One lesson which is taught us in this parable, 
is, perhaps, worthy of the particular considera- 
tion of all those, who, tired ofthe vanities and 
follies of the world, wish to return to their Fa- 


ther’s house. It is this—we may go alone, with- 
out the intercessiuns or prayers of any human 
being. We need not gu to our ministers, and 
first obtain their prayers and good wishes for the 
success of our undertaking—but like him who 
would fain have fed uponthe husks which the 
swine did eat, we may return to God, though de- 
serted by the world, and unaided by any one.— 
He will not rebuke us—he will not cast us off, or 
curse us, but with all the fond affection of a pa- 
rent he will receive us, and witha tender hand 
he will wipe the tear of grief from our eyes.— 
Though we are polluted by sin and guilt, though 
we are bowed duwn by the weight of our iniqui- 
ties, and no more worthy to be called his children, 
yet if, with a meek and lowly heart, we go to 
him, he will kill for us the fatted calf, and put 
on us the robes of righteousness and peace.— 
Why then should we longer put our trust in the 
prayers of men, or heed their wicked descriptions 
of the character of our God!) Why should we 
permit ourselves to be deceived by their empty 
professions of love and regard for our <piritual 
welfare and happiness? Gr why longer believe 
them, when they tell us that our prayers are an 
abomination in the sight of our God, and that 
they will serve tu sink us deeper into the gulf 
of perdition and endless woe?! They seek not 
our good, neither do they glorify their Father 
which is in heaven, for it cannot afford happiness 
to the benovolent heart to believe in final misery 
ofa portion of the human family; nor does it 
add to the glory of God to attribute to him the in- 
fliction of hell tormeuts upon his helpless offspring, 
merely to show forth his power and justice.— 
Such views of the Almighty are impious, and 
could be conceived only by those who believe, 
that the sight of their own children in hell, will 
add to their pleasure in heaven, and that the songs 
of joy, uttered by the saints ia paridise, will be 
the more mellodious, when mingled with the 
shrieks and howlings of damned souls. Let us 
give no heed to the counsels af such persons, 
nor goto them that we may find rest wo our 
troubled spirits, but rather, conscious of our 
great unworthiness, and in the deep humility of 
a contrite heart, let us kneel at the feet of our 
blessed Redeemer, the only appointed Mediator 
between God and man, and learn of him those 


mansion of peace. Hatly he squandred his sub- 
stance in riotous living, and lost his peace of 
mind by a life of sin and guilt? He teels* that 
his father still cares for him, is ever ready to re- 
ceive him, and to wash away the stains of guilt 
by which he is dishonored and disgraced. Alas, 
that any should be found, so destitute of every 
feeling of humanity, as to wish to weaken this 
phappy trust in a God of love—that there should 
be those whose every effort is directed to the de- 
struction of that confidence in the goodness of 
our Maker, which can alone make life desirable, 
and blunt the arrows of affliction, or that there 
should be men, who, while they claim the name 
of christians, and wisht to be considered as 
humble followers of Christ, drive by their horrid 
descriptions of his doctrine, many into a disbe- 
lief of his mission, rob them ofthe hope which it 
vives of another anda better world, and render 
life a burden too grievous tobe borne. Such 
persons, however are to be found. ‘They are ever 
ready to deceive the unwary and unsuspecting, 
and to destroy their faith in the promises of the 
living God. Go not after them, neither give heed 
to their words. Seek not comfort from their 
sympathy, nor look to them for pity in the hour 
of tribulation and distress; but rather like the 
Prodizal son, arise & goto your Father who will 
abundantly pardon your transgressions, and “fill 
you with joy unspeakable and full of glory.” 


' AN ANECDOTE. 

We have heard much said of the “finally im- 
penitent.” We read nothing about such a class of 
people in the scriptures—the words “finally im- 
penitent” are not found in the Bible. But if 
there were to be any such, we think the oppo- 
sers cf Universalism bid more fair to belong to 
that class’ than any other persons. They will ex- 
cuse us for the insinuation, as we predicate it 
upon what they say about themselves. ‘To the 
Anec- dote. 

A zealous partialist was once in company with 
a Universalist; and after a short conversa- 
tion, in which he: felt himself severly wounded 
with the weapons of truth, he turned, in nota 
pleasant temper to the Universalist, and said, 
‘your doctrine is licentious. If I believed as you 
do, I would lie, cheat, steal, blaspheme the name 








lessons of love, of virtue, and of piety, to propa- 
gate which, was the great object of all his desires, 
and in the defence of which, he laid down his 
life. Let his instruction be deeply impresed on 
our hearts, let his example be the guide of our 
conduct through life, and like him, Jet us be pre- 
pared to submit with a humble heart, and a lowly 
spint to the will and purposes of the God and 
Father of us all; then shall we find rest to our 
souls, then shall we possess a peace of miud 
which this world can neither give nor takeaway; 
and then, when the. hour of death appro aches, 
and the silver chords of life are parting, we can 
approach our grave “like one who wraps the 
drapery of his couch about him and lies down to 
pleasant dreams.” 

Happy the man, who has early learned to 
place his trust in God—thrice happy he who feels 
in his heart, that nothing can separate him from 
the love of his heavenly Father, that his tender 
mercies are over him, and that in him he lives, 
and moves, and has his being, Such a one has 
an antidote for every sorrow, anda refuge to 
which he can fly from every storm.—Hath he 
wandered from the paternal roof im the pursuit 
of pleasure,/and found nought but pain ? He knows 





that he may again return, without fear, to the 


| of God—I would throw offall restraint, and live 
asI pleased; If it were not for the fear of hell, 
|1 woild enjoy myself at once.” “ Indeed,” 
| said the Universalist, “and yet you profess to be 
one of the elect, and think you have been truly con 
verted.” “Ido,” he replied.““And do you think 
there will be any change after death, in men’s 
dispositions and characters 1” “None at all,” be 
replied. “As death leaves us, so judgment will 
find us” “Well,” said the Universalist, “you are 
now converted; you are going to heaven with 
the same disposition you now have; there is no 
change after death, and when you get to heaven, 
the fear of hell will be.removed. Then you can 
llive’without restraint, and sia forever. If I be- 
lieved there would be eternal sinners, I should 
think you gave the strongest assurance of belon- 
ing to that class.” Here the conversation ended. 





Sympathy.—\t is from having suffered our- 
selves,that we learn to appreciate the misfortunes 
and wants of others, and become doubly interes- 
ted in preventing or relieving them. 

The human heart, as an elegant French au- 
thor observes, resembles certain medical trees 
which yield not their Balm until they have them- 
selves been wounded. 
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UNIVERSALISM IN CHURCHES. 

_ There is one inconsistency on the part of 
limitarian preachers and others which hasstrack 
us as being worthy of notice, in reference to 
their pretended abhorrence of Universalism. It 
is this:—While they declaim vehemently and 
with apparent seriousness against Universalists, 
and denounce the doctrine of Universal Salvation 
as being unchristian, semi-infidel and very licen- 


tious in its tendency, they, many of themat least, 
are very willing to fellowship them and wink at 
their sentiments, providing they will become 
members of theirchurches. The cases are by 


no means uncommon, where persons of de- 


cidedly Universalist sentiments are members of 


Congregational and even Methodist churches ; 
and they can continue in this relation,undisturbed 
and in full fellowship, providing they will keep 
their opinions mostly to themselves, and say lit- 
tle about them, excepting to the minister and 


the confidential brethren. Now we say, there 


18 an Inconsistency, if not an hypocrisy here, 
which ought to be exposed. If Universalism is 
so bad a thing out of their charches, why is it 
not equally objectionable and unchristinn in 
them? And if persons believing in Universal 
Salvation may be good christians enough to re- 


ceive a membership io limitarian churches, why 


are they any less christians if they honestly avow 
their opinions and connect themselves in church 
relation with their own brethren? The conduct 
to which we alinde is most manifestly hypocriti- 
cal. It arises from a supreme devotion to sec- 
tarian considerations. It isas much as tovsay to 
_ A candidate—“4oin our church, keep your senti- 
ments to yourself, and we care nothine about 
your Universalism. We choose that vou should 
not say any thing abont it in public; becanse this 
might eperate to our disadvantage ; be a dissem- 
bler, aslave and a hypocrite, and you may enjoy 
our fellowship without molestation. But if you 
will not help our side; if you dare be honest, 
and will go with Universalists as a sect, we will 
denounce you as “an heathen man and a publi- 
can,” as ‘in the galloef bitterness and bond of 
iniquity 5” we will declare your sentiments un- 
christian, licentious, abominable, and have no 
fellowship for you or your doctrines. Come on 
to our side, help swell the number of our commu- 
nicants, do your part to support our ministers 
and to sustain our sect, and all sha!l be well: but 
be honest and you sha!] be proscribed as a wick- 
ed wretch, and adjudged a candidate for lell.” 
Our attention has been called to this inconsis- 
tency by certain facts justifying the remarks we 
have made, within our own knowledge. We 
know an orthodox church near hy, whose Pas- 
tor is most violently opposed to Universalists ; 
and who very often takes occasion t speak of 
their sentiments with the most scornful c>n- 
tempt. There are, and have been, members of 
his church who are Universalists in sentiments ; 
—nay some of them—and these amongst the 
worthiest of his flock—are fiank and honest e- 
nongh to avow their sentiments before the world. 
What is done with them? Are these terrible 
creatures—these heretics and infidels—turned 
out of the church? Oh no! they ere almost the 
very salt of it. Year after year has passed a- 
way, and they remain in full fellowship. Now 
if that man is sincere in his objections to Univer- 
salism, why does he not deal with these mem- 
bers and exclude them? the answer is plain to 
every understanding. 
ts And we knowftoo a Methodist church as nerr 
by—in which Universalism, does not seem to be 





an objection Ce the members embracing 
it keep it to themselves and do their part tow- 
ards sustaining the Methodist establishment. A 
gentleman who has lately left that church assu- 
res us that when he joined it several years 
ago, he distinetly stated his views to them, he 
then disbelieving the doctrine of endless mis- 
ery. These views were overlooked and he was 
cordially received. More recently he has taken 
the liberty to express his opinions out of the 
church and the consequence is, that he has re- 


ceived an invitation to withdrew. He has done 
so, and now enjoys his liberty. Nor, unless we 


have been misinformed, is this the only case in 
point. Last spring during a temporary and lim- 


ited excitement,a young woman “ experienced 
religion” and joined the Methodists. After the 
excitement had subsided, and reason had return- 
ed, she became a Universalist. The pastor cal- 
led on her, and as we have been told, proposed 


her continuance with them on the codition that 


she would keep silent on the subject of her sen- 
timents. We are sorry to mention such things; 
but if others will give us the occasion, we see 
not how they can compiain if, as we regard the 
obligation of duty, we lay them before the pub- 
lic. 

In view of such facts, we think the communi- 


ty may be cautioned not to place much depen- 
dence on the seeming abhorrence with which 
limitarian preachers regard Universalism. At 
least, their practice must cerrespond more with 
their preaching, or honest people will form their 
own opinions as to their honesty. 


Gospel Anchor. 





From N. ¥. Couner ant Enquirer, 
OUTRAGE. 

Dr. Jasper C. Foster of this city, has called 
and apprised us of an outrage commiited upon 
Mrs. Foster in the State of Connecticut, which is 
disgraceful to the age in which we live, and a 
direct violation of the liberties of our citizens, 
secured by the Constitution of the U. States. 

Tt appears that Mrs. Foster left this city on 
Saturday afternoon the 9th inst. in the steam boat 
Victory, on a vsitto her father Dr. Sw-.et, of 
Lebanon, Connecticut.—After a boisterous pas- 
sage, she arrived at East Haddam on Sunday 
morning, sick and exhausted from sea sickness, 
liut immediately took the stage connected with 
the steam. boat liae, to ga to her'father’s about 
twenty miles distant. When within a short cis- 
tance of her father’s house, one “ Dencon 
ELIPHALET HUNTINGTON” came out of 
“the meeting house” in Lebanon, stopped the 
stage, and arrested Mrs. Foster for violating the 
laws of the State by travelling on the Sabbath !! 
Mrs. Foster begged that she might be permitted 
to send to her father, to apprise him of her 
situation, which was inhumanly refused, and she 
placed inthe custody of “CONSTABLE BIL- 
LY WORTTLES” and not permitted to go or 
send to her father—who lives almost within 
sight of the church— until after sundown, and 
then on a pledge to pay the fine imposed on the 
following day!!! We have not language at com- 
mand to express the indignation we feel at this 
disgraceful outrace upon the liberty of a help- 
less and respectable female. Were it our case, 
we would consider even his.worthless life a poor 
reparation for his conduct ; and the magistrates 
and officers of justice who combined with him in 
perpetrating the outrage, should be hunted this 
couatry. They do not deserve even protection 
from our laws, much less to be the administrators 
of those laws. If there be alaw in Connecticut, 
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sanctioning this outrage upon the hberty ofa 
citizen, it is a gross violation of the Constitution 
of the U States; and as Dr Foster is a citizen 


of this State, the matter can immediately be 
brought before the Supreme Court of U. States.. 
Such a suit would be considered for the benefit 


of the people and the means of conducting it 
would be cheerfully raised by thousands in this 
city, who are the friends of the constitution and 
the people. 

At Dr. Foster’s request we publish the follow- 
ing copy of a letter from him to-this ‘* Deacom 
Eliphatet Huntington,” who in our opinion 


must be as great an enemy to pure: religion as. 
he-is to the liberties of our country. 


New York, Juiy 23d, 1831. 
Mr. E. Huntington, . 
Sir—I have just received a communication fronr 
my wife detailing to me the facts in relation to 


your treatmentto her, while on her way to her fa- 


ther’s Dr. Sweet.—It is the misfortune of a large 
number of men in the present day, to consider 
themselves so enlightened as no longer to hold 
themselves bound to observe a set of bigoted, ty- 
ranical, church and State Laws, which attempt 
to bind the conscience against its own connerc- 
tions, It is also the misfortune of others, to deem 


all interference with the actions of men because 
they are not squared by their own rule and com- 
pass, asa sin no less against God than against 
humanity. To these classes you have the hap- 
piness not to helong- You still form 2 part of 
that select choir, to whom we are indebted for 
the blue code which would interfere between 
the lips of a man and those of his wife, and 
regulate his most minute operations. Such men 
are indeed the meek and poor in spirit of whom 
Jesus spake, and they surely will inherit the 
Kingdom of Heaven!! But, sir, are there not 
moments when a doubt steals over your mind— 
when your eyes see thro’ the atmosphere of self 
complacency in which you and your brethren 
happily reside, and looking abroad over the wide 
world, and perceiving how contemptibly low and 
ridiculous your actions are regarded by the rest 
of mankind, you hesitate and say, “* come to, let 
us not judge lest we be judged.” As it 13 posst- 
ble youare never able to escape, even in thought 
from the happy valley of ignorance and folly, I 
deem ita duty I owe to you in return for your 
raseally detention of my wife Mary Foster, for 
breaking the Sabbath according to your impera- 
tive laws, to tell you what is thought of your 
conduct here, by good christians, not your twany 
psalm singers, not your inquisitarial ministers 
of Hell, who put on the garb of holiness, and 
pray aloud in the synagogues, but honest men 
who impose on no one. They say :*ou are’ 
hypocritical wretch, a tyrannical fool, who, if 
you had the power, would revive the faggot and 
the stake, and throw into the flames innocent 
bahes for conscience sake. I do not say all this 
is true—your own perfect and stainless con- 
science can answer to it. Ido say, however, 
that such is the weakness of nature that it is well 
for thee, Holy Friend, that thou art not within 
reach of my fleshy arm, else mig ht it grasp thee 
with somewhat less affection than Sampscn 
smote the Philistines. Verily, verily, Holy 
Friend, thou even excellest Butler Jones, and ye 
shall have your rewards, yes, great shall be the 
reward of him who will not let geese sit on their 
eggs on the Sabbath. 
Your obedient servant 





JASPER C. FOSTER. 
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NATURE OF SALVATION. formed that there were divisions and coatentions | as much propriety as any other inspired servant 
Ask multitudes, whatyis the chief evil from|#mong his Corinthian brethren. One said he) of Christ ? Pe 

hich Christ came to save them,rand they will|¥@$ of Paul, and another of Apollos; another of Christ never baptized with water, though John 
i eS ge go smaal taeda feoel fa- | Cephas ; another of Christ. Thus they were baptized him with water. So Paul was not sent 
core puntchment.” Accordingly they think, that | divided into parties. Paul asks, Is Christ divi- by Christ to baptize, though Annanias baptized 
salvation is something which another may|ded? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were ye) him. 


achieve for them, very much as a neighbor may baptized in the name of Paul. Ithank God that) Ought not preachers from among the Gentiles 
quench a conflagration that menaces their dwel- I baptized none of you, but bee dnd Gaius, | to endeavor to imitate the great apostle of the 
: i ; lest any should say that I had baptized in mine | Gentiles ? 

oy hn Beseve' word Ral, Shinai a own matic And i baptized also the household Do not the Society of Friends, and the Univer- 
oie tell yon eae sina once in the writings | of Stephanus: beside, I know not whether I bap-| salists, generally feel and act as did the apostle, 
of Paul, and Peter, and John, and which all per- tized ve other. yaa 1? me not to bap- who thanked God that he had not baptized the 
sons, acquainted with the Jewish Geography, | "2° but to preach the gospel. contending Corinthians, and for this plain rea- 


know tobe a metaphor, , figure of speech, and John was not sent to preach the baptism of| son, Christ did not send him to baptize. Hence 
not a literal expression, this word by a perverse repentance for the remission of sins. There- if he had been strenuous for that right, they 
hasd k er fore he came baptizing with water. But Jesus) might have said that he baptized in his own name. 
and exageraee a “e wetsheen yooa ys hn was to baptize them with the holy spirit and Christian Intelligencer. 
ristianr . as bs + as - = * = Ps "6 i - 
tier ce ae with outward tortures,shrieks oe _. John > Sarg ontcos io ar eg EXCOMMUNICATION FOR HERESY. 
and flames; given them the idea of an outward |@@" aad Mnon. Jesus accompiishee BI 1 The Genoral Assembly of the Church of § 
ruin as what they have chiefly to dread; turned| % the cross and on the day of Pentecost. The isl a fide back Kerns pwn a rtp 
, — : ’ » deposed from the sa- 
their thoughts to Jesasas an outward deliverer; aes . J pyelege = practised or cred office, Mr. John M’Leod Campbell, minis- 
and thus blinded them to his true glory, which | 2*®PUS™ ter thelr death. B eo wage 4 t py | ter of the gospel, at Row, and Mr. M’ Lean, of 
consists in his setting free and exalting the soul. | '° follow “— and an a : ene Jordan | London, for heresies, for which both of them had 
Men are flying from an outward hell, when in sp - ip sore ‘acti aan oP me pont ct tc | been condemned in Presbytery and Synod. Their 
truth they carry within them the hell, which| rahi: “B a . mee - he ti — 1q | cases were brought before the assembly by ap- 
they should chiefly dread. The salvation,| VOT"? pestecgeee: th ice naigevig <P atags peals from the decisions of the lower judicatorie 
ich man chi 8 ich brinos | come when men would worshi ; in pases — 
which man chiefly need , and that which brings spirit and io trath rship the Father Mr. campbell was convicted of holding and teach- 
with it all other deliverance, is salvation from|*P ns , ami a 7 ing the doctrines of “universal atonement and 
the evil of his own mind. There is something| _ Al! must admit that water ae pes sand pardon through the death of Christ,” and “ that 
far worse than outward punishment. {tis sin— ticed py ancl anager — tl 9 $ , an assurance is of the essence of faith and necessa- 
it is the state of a soul, which has revolted from Paul nk ie , pacar pe senate wig ry to salvation.” As deductions from these doc- 
God, and cast off its allegiance to conscience and ‘hk ‘ “ wn nak J Yeth eae: dale trines, which have been the subject of much re- 
the divine word: which renounces its Father, | 'BY: t° please the Jews, Let he said circum- mark in G Britai 
: : ‘ +. {cision is nothing. So of those wh ;|mark in Great Britain, or perhaps we should 
and hardens itself against Infinite Love; which, hil th Poaly hark a Waren wee say, in explanation of them, Mr. Campbell taught 
. tos * lo " P fe ? 
endued with divine powers, enthralls itself to ton les ee ot 45 ne . rte eey ret “ that God has forgiven all the sins of mankind 
animal lusts; which makes gainits god; which to - hen se “paptized by Anamias.|Whether they believe it or not: That in conse- 
has capacities of boundless and ever growing ~ , mapa ar tah ps ut y comers “ee qnence of the death of Christ, the sins of every 
love, and shuts itself up in the dungeon of pri- Gea eG poor be arn stag For ett ate individual of the human race are forgiven: That 
vate interests ; err — with a self directing ane ee baption, oak tn preach the Gospel he it is sinful and absurd to pray for an interest in 
Q F F . ‘ . s ci 4 b | . . < ° . . . 
power, consents to be a slave, and is passively water Dantas eaGiiaill-dabbhin end Christ, because all mankind have an interest in 
formed by custom, opinion, and changing events ; | ¥* I = GOVE) BOC COMER! Crist already: 3 a Christi 
, yo : Sint ‘Ton. he sreme to with 6 b thine to d irist already: And that no man is a Christian 
which, living under God’s eye, dreads man’s|"° h it. It might be used f se eg oe ° | unless he is positively assured of his own salva- 
frown or scoro, and prefers human praise to its with | - fet € used for peace, but not for! tion : That he alone bore the character of peace- 
own calm consciousness of virtue, which tamely ve P: ol had no special command to baptize | ™#ker» who knew that Christ died for every hu- 
yields to temptation, shrinks with a cowards ; th polit as peach ple 3 pa pe it ma of man being.” Of thejlove of God, he taught, “that 
baseness from the perils of duty, and sacrifices little acanesh i rng = “fas Il to th. f ith f the love to every individual of Adam’s farnily. 
its glory and peace in parting with self control.| te Consequence. Klis ca ogee ] di | 
i > thi " . Christ was remarkable. He preached the gos-| “o', © or according to the agonies of the Son 
No ruin can be compared to this. To save, in ‘ i Derd seencke ae, Cae again, in speaking of the words 
. . ry ‘ ae 7 c s 
the highest sense of that word, is to lift the fallen} Pe! and gathered churches in many places. He| oes. cho ct Manhees Goal. 
ney , : ; ' left Titus in Crete to ordain Eld < ot the oth chap. of Matthew’s Gospel, ‘Blessed 
spirit from this depth, to heal the diseased mind, vote Nig “pe reiortnca oy cant thao,|are they that mourn’—That the causes of his 
to restore it to energy and freedom of thought, r “we a a. Se eee end sent them mourning were not within the believer, his sins 
conscience andlove. This was chiefly the sal- ge pong he yr ream to the Gentile world, | 2@¥ing been taken away, but they existed out- 
vation for which Christ shed his blood. For Po lt oe command to baptize. may we not| W*taly in the unbelief and sinfulness of the 
this the holy spirit is given, and to this all the| ™! I ‘i : hy paar Chet’ 4 MSY WE BOtl Cork. 
truths of Christianity conspire.——Dr. Channing, |Conclude t at it was not Christ’s design to put Mr. Campbell w h; 
nies °° | their yoke upon his disciples, gathered from a-| <2": /@mpbell was heard at length in defence of 
SHORT SERMON. mong the Gentiles. Hence Paul could than’ | himself in which eapcrn-aet phatethasripe y ~ « 
yea : > . Tho octrines were not opposed to the word of God, 
Tare. e ol gua sent me not to baptize, but to 0 thet he =r oe ieee aes be hoce or condemned by the standards of the church. 
preach the gospel. then is your authority, as Gentiles, to practice ja. was followed by Dr Graham Dr. Fleming 
As God and Christ, his beloved Son are one,| water baptism? If Paul did not think Christ’s wha foe 8 tos Oh P; t NI : 1g. 
‘0 Christians should be one. So Christ prayed|command to his twelve disciples to go teach all ait 22 pa ‘ recghenety we oy tery vad acted dis- 
and promised. So Paul taught and exhorted.—| nations, baptising them, was binding on himself, ee ae condemning him—that they had 
But Christ’s professed followers have often divi- why shonld any minister of Christ, now, think maintained the strictest friendship with him after 





























, bi i er > was publicly x — shined 

ded and contended. His first and best disciples| this command binding ? bes betes: aanuee—s00 be he omens 
= : . ‘ 7. ivinge the explane I e red-—— - 

forsook him, and contended one with another.—| The command given by Jesus to his disciples atte. “ele. near delete - und the a 
Such is the frailty and folly of man. to go teach all nations, baptizing them, &c. was} y_ 7. alternative but to aepose tin. 2D 


a 23 - » ‘ 

Men of superior talents have influenced the | obeyed by them, but who has a similar command perp sage pte sama nan Doar he Ta wr tp 
inferior to become their followers. Commonj|now? Jesus promised to be with them to the end Mr. C ee 1] oe h ee , esa ne 
men have their fancy as well as the greatest|ofthe age; and he was so by his baptizing spirit,| . “") we aw eee 500 os oe ~ 
their love of power. If there be a variety of|and miraculous gifis. | posing him ; the vote stood, Ayes 119—Noes & 
gifts among preachers we may naturally expect} Jesus sent his disciples to preach the gospel Einglish pap. 
various opinions among their hearers. But 


and to baptize; and promised that those who| The barn of Col. Nicholas Durrell, of Gil- 
Paul recommeds Christians to speak the same|believed, should be endowed with miraculous 


) manton, N. H. was struck by lizhtning, on the 
thing, that there be no divisions among them ;— | powers. 





But who is now possesed of these pow- 


tt eo 2d instant, and entirely consumed, together 
but be perfectly joined together in the same | ers? with fifty tons of hay, two cows and two calves. 
Loss estimated at one thousand dollars. 

















mind and the same judgment. THe had been in- 





Why may not ministers now follow Paul with 
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© as complained of unfairness on the part of the corres- 
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WOODSTOCK, AUGUST 27, 1831. 


‘I have set Watchmen on thy walls, O Jerusalem,’ &c. 














SHORT SERMON. 

‘** For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness 
of God.’—James 1, 20. 

The Westminster Catechism says, ‘‘all mankind by the 
tall, lost communion with Ged, fell under his wrath and 
curse, and co made liable to all the miseries of this life, 
to death itself, and the pains of hell forever.”? Hence, if 
this creed be correct, St. James must have labored under 
amistake. That the ‘righteousness of God,” according 
to this creed, consists of wrath, is seen in his determina- 
tion to place mankind beyond the reach of mercy. It is 
seen in the kind of punishmenitfinflicted. It is contended 
that the pains of hell, to which mankind in consequence 
of the fall are liable, will consist in their enduring, with- 
out being consumed, the pains produced by literal fire 
and brimstone, enveloped in the flames of this un- 
queachable element as tormenting as an infinitely pow- 
erful Being can create. Watts has given the following 
description of the condition of those who are now suffer- 
ing the wrath of God:— 

‘There endless crowds of sinners lie, 
And darkness makes their chains, 
Tortur’d with keen despair they ery, 
Yet wait for fiercer pains.” 

Now let us search the pages of history for the same 
kind of righteousness as exemplified in the wrath and 
cruelty of man. 

When Shadrach, Meshech and Abednego refused to 
pay adoration to an image of gold which Nebuchadnezzar 
had set up in the plain of Dura, the righteousness of this 
King was kindled against these men, and he commanded 
he most mighty men in his army to bind and cast them 
into the burning fiery furnace which had been heated 
“one seven times more than it was wont to be heated.” 
The righteousness of David was manifested in his de- 
termining the destruction of all the innocent males of 
Nabal’s household, because Nabal had refused to comply 
with his request,and give him and his servants wherewith 
tosatisfy their hunger. James and John were righteous 
ia requesting permission of their Master to command fire 
from heaven to consume the Samaritans. Saul, of Tar- 
sus, was righteous to that degree that he persecuted the 
Christians even unto death. John Calvin manifested his 
righteousness in the burning of Michael Servetus; and 
his followers at the present day exhibit proofs that they 
are influenced by the same righteous spirit. The devil 
is exceedingly righteous, in as much as he delights to 

have his burning territory peopled with the victims of 
God's wrath; and is now deceiving them that he may 
finally have the pleasure of exercising the power dele- 
gated to him in tormenting them through the boundles, 
ages ef eternity. By admitting the corsectness of the 
before mentioned creed, viz. that the righteousness of 
God consists of wrath and cruelty, we not only admit that 
ihe wrath of man, but the wrath of the devil himself 
works the righteousness of God! Be astonished, O ye 
heavens at this!! My people have committed two evils, 
they have forsaken me, the fountain of living waters, 
and hewed them ovt cisterns, broken cisterns that can 
hold” nothing but fire! “The ox knoweth his owner, and 
the ass his master’s crib,” but, alas! the children of men 
appear to be unacquainted with the character of the Al- 
mighty, end consider not thatthe wrath of man worketh 
not the righteousness of God.” 





Our readers will probably recollect of perusing two 
letters which appeared in Vol. II. No. 45 of the Watch- 
man, written over the signatures of “B, C. B.” and “F, 
A.W.” The lady who wrote over the former signature 


a — 
account of withhofding the introduction to her letter. — 


We wish to do justice to both parties, and although we 
are unable to perceive the utility, if any there be, in pyb- 
lishing this part of her communication, we cheerfully 
comply with her request, and give it to our readers;— 
though were it not for the reason already suggested, we 
should prefer that our columns might be filled with some 
article of a different character. The reason offered by, 
B.* C. B. for publishing the following, is, that her letter, 
as published, commences rather abruptly. 


* It should have been R. instead of B. as published in 
the }Watchman. 


“Affectionate Sister—It is with much pleasure that I 
seat myself to write to you, although it is with a heavy 
heart 1 received your letter of Dec. 31st, in which you 
gave me an account of Aunt Edna’s death, and Aunt Bur- 
bank’s, which was rewsto me. [have heard a number 
ot times that Aunt Edna was sick, but as her disorder was 
a lingering one, I was in hopes that she would live till I 
came inthe spring, but the Lord has been pleased to take 
her to himself, and he had a right to her, for I believe she 
was his child, and will live with him through all eterni- 
ty, and O, whata happy change she has met with. She 
has left this world of trouble to dwell with Christ in glo- 
r I do sincerely mourn her loss in this world, but re- 
joice that she is praising God in heaven.” 
* Sister Fidella,”’ &e. 





GCOD NEWS. 

Br. J. Guman, who now resides in Montpel- 
ier, informs us that Universalism flourishes in 
that region. That while the Souzh gives up, the 
North keeps not back. He says, “I have re- 
cently preached at Stowe, Waterbury and Waits- 
field. My heart was made glad last Sabbath 
while I beheld the tears of joy starting from the 
eyes of cur aged brethren in Waitsfield (nota 
few in number) whom I never before saw.*** 
In this town (Montpelier) our cause is gaining. 
One hundred and ninety-five have this year ap- 
propriated their portion of the public mouey to 
the support, of what we call truth—Orthdox 
four day meetings to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing. Our brethren drew Jast year $38 of the 
public money, the present year they have $81.” 
Thus we perceive that 4 days meetings are ter- 
minating in good. That the exertions of mad 
zealots to counteract the influence of gospel 
truth only serve to promote it. Verily, “He 
maketh the wrath of man to praise him.” 


A friend residing in Merriden, N. H. informs 
us that the Priests of pretended Orthodoxy in 
that place are not satisfied with dealing out dam- 
nation from the pulpit, but they annoy the inhab- 
itaxts with tracts in such profusion that they are 
to be found in the streets. This is in perfect ac- 
cordance with all the rest of their manoeuvreing. 
How can we expect aclean thing out of an un- 
clean? We will comply with his request, and 
give an exposition of Luke. xvi. in some future 
number of the Watchman. 





" NEW AGENTS. 
Joun Harris, Esq. of Plainfield, N. H. is 
requested to act as Agent for the Watchman, in 
Merriden and its vicinity. 
J. Hat, Esq. of Calais, Vt., Rev. H. De 
Wotrr of Sudbury, Vt., and Ricnary Wurre, 
Southampton, N. H., are requested to serve inof 


waa 
RELIGIOUS NOTICES. 
The GenerAu Convention of Universalists wij} 
hold a session at Barre, V@ on the 8d Wednesday anq 
Thursday, (21st*and 22d) in September next. 


Bridgwater village on the 3d Sabbath in September, and 
at Montpelier on the Sabbath following. 


Rev. Thos. Whittemore will! preach at Newport, N. KE. 
en the third Sabbath in September. 


The Norntruern Association of Universalists wilt 
convene at Shoreham, Vt. on the 2d Wednesday and 
Thursday in October next. 


There will be a religious meeting of Universalist min4 
isters holden at the Courthouse in Plattsburgh, N. Y. og 
the 4th Wednesday and Thursday in September next. 


COMMUNICATIONS. 











“CHRIST, GOD AND MAN.” 

The following extract, bearing the above title, is taken 
from the printed cover of a Tract entitled **Tue Sancrv. 
Ary,” published by the American Tract Society. 

“Consider Jesus Christ attentively, and thou wilt evi- 
dently discern in his person a God and a man; and that 
in him the God has lost nothing of his divinity, the Man 
is in no respect alienated from true humanity. At his 
birth thou wilt see a man persecuted by Herod, and a 
God adored by the sages of the east. Ta the ship thou 
wilt see a man who slumbers, overwhelmed in sleep, and 
a God who afterwards calins the winds and waves, and 
imposes silence on them by asingle word. Overthe graye 
of Lazarus thou wilt behold a man who weeps, anda God 


been dead four days. In the garden of Gethsemane thou 
wilt see aman taken by the Soldiers, and a God who, by 
the breath of his mouth, strikes all those insolent soldiers 
to the ground, On the cross thou wilt behold a man who 
dies, anda God, who, in dying, agitates universal nature 
to such a degree that the earth trembles, the air becomes 
darkened, the sun loses his light, the rocks are rent asun- 
der, the whole worldis shaken, as if aroused to emotion 
by the death of its Creator and Governor. Alas! were 
not Jesus indeed i | God of very God, where coulda 
guilty sinner flee! lessed be God for the gift of his own 
Son, who died that we might live, who lives that we 


may never die.” 
REMARKS. 

The attentive reader will perceive that the author of 
the above has been very unfortunate in the selection of 
evidence thatChrist is very God ; for, it the performance 
of miricles he evidence} to establish that point, then, all 
who have been endowed with that powe: have furnishe 
similar proof that they are the very and eternal God.— 
Many of the prophets, as well as the disciples of Christ 
were possessed of that power; hence if the writer’s in- 
ference be correct, we have not only three, but even 
tens if not hundreds of eternal Gods. To show the fallacy 
of his logie we will parallel a few cases which are in 
point. Thus, in the prophet Elijah thou wilt see an in- 
fant chill who once slumbered, overwhelmed with sleep, 
and a God who afterwards restored to life the widow’s 
son. In the apostle Peter thou wilt see a man who once 
slept on the house top, and a God who, by a single worl 
struck Ananias and Sapphira dead. In this same person 
thou wilt see a man who once wept bitterly, and a Got 
who afterwards raised Tabitha from the dead, at the city 
of Joppa. Indeed, so great were the miracles which the 
apostles wrought, that ‘they brought forth the sick into 
the streets, and laid them on beds and couches, that, at 
least, the shadow of Peter passing by might overshadow 
some of them.” Acts V; 15. Now is any one prepared to 
admit that those works, done by the apostles, are proof 
that they were very God as well as very man? These 
references will show the utter inconsistency of the infer- 
ence which the writer draws from the miracles of Jesus. 
While they evinced that he was possessed of divine pow: 
er, they fell far short of proving that he was the only 
living and true God, as he acknowledged that he re- 
ceived that power from the Father. If Christ received 
that power, he could not be the giver ; neither could he 
be equal to the Being on whom he was dependent for the 
same. If, as the writer supposes, the divine nature was 
so united with the human as to constitute Christ 
God and man, how shall we understand Christ’s words, 
when he says, The Father loved the Son, and hath given 
all things into his hands? Does it mean that the divine 
nature loved the human, and gave all its attributes into 
the hands otf flesh and blood? ir the Son is not and was 
not a being distinct trom the Father, where was the first 
person in the trinity when God had delivered all of him- 
se}f into the hands of the Son? Was not the Father dives: 
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while the “Son of man” slumbered in the tomb. If, to 
avoid this difficulty, it be replied that. the Father isa 
self-existent being, whose attributes are not susceptible 
of increase or diminution, and that the Son is also co equal 
and eternal with the Father, and, therefore, in his divine 
nature “thought it not robbery to be equal with God,” I 
then ask, in what did this transfer of divinity consist?— 
Could the first uncreated person in the trinity love the 
second uncreated person and deliver all things into his 
hands? The Scriptures evidently speak of a transfer of 
power from the Father to the Son; but, if the Son was 
always possessed of divinity, and his divine nature, in 
contra-distinction from his humanity, constituted him 
God, (and Trinitarians all believe that the Father, Son 
gud Holy Ghost are coequal, co-existent and co-eternal.) 
J still press the question, How did the Son derive his di- 
vinity trom the Father? If toextricate themselves from 
this dilemma, they should shift the position and say that 
the Son means humanity and the Father divinity, it ap- 
pears to me that the same inseperable difficulties exist ; 
for humanity had a beginning, and therefore could not be 
the second person in the God-head who was without be- 
ginning. And still further, this humanity died, but di- 
vinity could never die. The writer, whose sentiments 
we are examining, considers Christ to be man in his hu- 
man nature, and God in his divine. 

Hence this human nature was no part of the trinity, 
unless we consider the second person tobe aman. Thus 
the human part of God (forgive the expression) was not 
the Son, for this humanity died, whereas they believe 
the Son was underived self-existent and eternal. There- 
fore humanity stands in no way connected with the trin- 
ity. The orthodox must support their trinity on some 
other ground than the humanity of Christ, or the simple 
fact that the Holy Spirit overshadowed that humanity.— 
Again, if neither the Father nor the Son was humanity, 
then the Son, the second person in the trinity, might as 
well have endowed the “man Christ Jesus’? withall the 
powers he exercised while on earth. Hence the first 
person is entirely a superfluous being: and our Saviour 
might have said The Son loved humanity and deliv- 
ered all things into its hands. Thus, to be consistent, 
the writer, who stiles Christ “God and man,” should re- 
ject thetrinity altogether, and believe, with Swedenborg 
that Christ in his divine nature is the only God, and in 
his human nature very man. And this he has done, and 
in so doing he has lopped off the Son, the second person 
fom his triune divinity. But was Swedenborg more 
consistent in adopting the hypothesis that Christ was in 
his divine nature very God, and in the Son very man? 
Certainly not—-for he made the divine part say, ‘ilove 
the Son or human part, and deliver all my attributes into 
the hands of my body.” It is evident from these consid- 
erations that the Son is a Created being, distinct from 
and dependent on the Father. 


The writer speaks of the death of Christ as a man on 
the cross, and, by a sudden transition, of the death of God. 
He says, “And a God who in dying agitates universal 
nature.” Well might universal nature be not only agi- 
tated, but sink into chaos when it witnesses the “death 
of its Creator and governor,” for human reason recoils 
‘ atthe very thought. Finally the writer caps the climax 
of abswrdities by saying, “Were not Jesus indeed very 
God of very God, where could a guilty sinner flee !”— 
Thus he eralts the Son above the Father, and destroys 
that very equality in the persons of the trinity for which 
they have so ardently contended. But in doing this he 
travels beyond the record, and violates the plainest testi- 
mony of Scripture. Although Christ is called Cod, as St. 
Paul says, ‘““Thy throne O God is forever and ever,” yet 
in the same chapter, we read, ‘‘God, even thy God, hath 
anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows,” 
or equals. Here we see that Christ has a God that is 
above him. Again, we read, “It is manifest that he is 
excepted who did put all things under him.’”? Thus God 
Wwasnever putunderthe Son. Again, ‘Be it known unto 
you that God hath made him both Lord and Christ.”— 
Once more,—‘‘The head of every man is Christ ; and the 
head of every woman is the maa, and the head of Christ 
isGod.”” These texts equally show the superiority of 
the Father and the subordination of the Son. It is true 
that the Son is called God, (for they were called Gods to 
whom the word of God came) because he is the Lord of 
all things, that is the proprietor or possessor of all men, 
being the. head of all men. The term God when applied to 
Christ must mean delegated power and possession, as he 
has the “heathen for his inheritance, aad the uttermost 
perts of the earth for his possession.” 


#Should"it be said that the phrase “very God of very 

’’ means that Christ in his divine nature was very 
God of his human nature. I reply, this would be to deify 
that humanity that eat and drank aud slumbered and ex- 
Pired upon the feross, It is also calling that humanity 
tery God, and thereby making it one of the trinity, and 
givigg Jesus a preeminence over it as God. 





Thus we see the impenetrable mystery in which this 
theory of three Gods in one, and one in three is involved ; 
and the sudden and absurd shifts and turns that are made 
to support it. The whole isdone to sustain the doctrine 
of infinite ‘sin and of an infinite atonement. 

Thus “If Jesus were not God of very God where could 
a guilty sinner flee?’ Answer, He could go, like the 
prodigal Son, to his Father, and not to a God who was 
above his Father, who had verily died to placate an infe- 
rior deity. But how has this atonement for sin been 
made?—how has infinite Justice been satisfied? Will 
any one in his sober reason say that the divine Being re- 
ally suffered and died? Religionists may dispute about 
words without meaning, and descant largely upon the 
death of God, yet no man can lay his hand upon his heart 
and say that he believes that the eternal God expired 
upon the cross, and died in his. whole nature human and 
divine. 

If, therefore, humanity only suffered, and, as we have 
seen, this finite nature is no part of the trinity, or of an 
eternal Son that existed before the world was made, then 
it follows that this infinite atonemer.t for infinite sin is an 
idle chimera of the brain; a mere tissue of absurdities 
and inconsistencies. K. H. 





To the Editor of the Vermont Telegragh. 

S1r:—I regret that in the publication of my commu- 
nication addressed to you in the Universalist Watchman 
of the 30th July, two material errors of the press escaped 
detection. And yet, I know not as I ought to regret this 
circumstance; as it appears to have afforded you an op- 
portunity of making a brief reply, and of bringing an ac- 
cusation against me. The errors to which I refer occur 
in the short sentence you have quoted; which as pub- 
lished, reads as follows:—Now Sir, although you very 
wisely tell your readers that this common error in quoting 
this passage, does ‘‘not spiritually injure the sense of it,” 
I must beg leave spirtéually to dissent from this opinion.” 
You then add ;—*It so happens that the word “spiritu- 
ally” is not to be found in the article which W.S. has 
thought fit to make the subject of his remarks.” I will 
now inform you that the word spiritually was not written 
in my whole communication; in both instances where it 
is printed in the sentence you have quoted, I wrete 
essentially; and had you noticed above and below whese 
the same quotation fro: your article occurs, you must 
have been convinced that using the word ‘‘spiritually” 
in that sentence was simply a mistake. But you are 
heartily welcome to all the advantage this mistake has 
given you. 

You say I have spent ‘¢a column or two to show that 
the text, John 8 ; 21, does not militate against the views 
of Universalists.”” Here sir, I must inform you is either 
a mistake, or a wilful misrepresentatio.. My principal 
object in the remarks I made was, to show, in opposition 
to- your assertion, that the usual method of quoting this 
text does ‘‘essentially injure the sense of the passage.” 
It is true I introduced a few remarks to show what I 
conceive to be the proper application of these words of 
our Saviour; and you have neither attempted to point 
out the impropriety of those remarks, or to justify your 
own assertion in regard to the very prevalent error in 
quoting the passage. If you could have done either, I 
have no doubt you would have done it as readily as you 
took advantage (I do not say designedly) of errors of the 

ress, 

I did express a hope, that, if you considered it ‘‘y our 
duty to oppose the glorious and fast spreading doctrine of 
the impartial and efficient grace of God,’ you would 
“dare to come out boldly, and meet us fairly, as a man 
and a Christian” But this was not all that was contained 
in the hope I expressed; and why, sir, did you deceive 
your readers by stating a part and not the whole of my 
request? I also expressed a hope, as you very well know 
that you would “no longer attempt to accomplish your 
object by taunting and invidious expressions.” Does 
your conscience plead guilty to the charge of attempting 
to break down Universalism by slander and reproach; 
Or, isit your choice, and do you feel justified in continu- 
ing to use such carnal weapons of warfare? How weak, 
how pittifully weak must be that cause whose advocates 
are compelled to resort to. such measures to sustain 
themselves and their sinking system. 

I perceive, however, that the hope I expressed is not 
to be gratified; for, on looking over your paper, I find 
you have copied intoits columnsa most scurrilous article 
from the Western Recorder, in relation to a literary insti- 
tution about to be established at Clinton, N.Y. By pub- 
lishing this article without comment, you have adopted 
the.sentiments contained in it as your own; and made 
yourself accountable to the public for the base calumny 
which you thus assistin circulating. Admitting the con- 
templated seminary to be, as stated in that article, ‘a 
theological school,” (which, however, is not the fact, as 
it is to be a purely literary institution,) it would not free 





you from the charge of propogating a gross slander in re- 
jation to the sentiments of the denomination under whose 
patronage the school is to be established. : 

It is seldom we see more vulgar abuse crowded into 
one short sentence than is contained in the following ex- 
tract from that abusive article:—‘‘One of the tenets of the 
theology to be taught there. would seem to be, that ‘‘the 
fearful and unbelieving, and the abominable, and whore- 
mungers, and soreerers, and idolaters, shall have part” 
in the paradise of heaven ; and that the “‘unjust,” and the 
“filthy,” the “dogs and sorcerers,” shall all share with 
theif: the blessed visions of eternal glory!” Now, sir, you 
are either acquainted with the tenets of Universalists, or 
you are ignorant of them.. If you know what these ten- 
ets are, you have published to the world what you know 
to be absviutely false; for no Universalist believes, or 
advocates a sentiment bearing the least analogy to what 
is contained in the above extract. If, on the other hand, 
you are ignorant of our belief, would not Christian char- 
ity dictate a different course from the one you have pur- 
sued? Ido entreat you, sir, seriously to reflect on: this 
subject; and if neither scripture nor reason will furnish 
you with arguments with which to combat the doctrine 
you oppose, I hope you will, at least, cease to deal in ca- 
lumny and abuse. W.S. 














THE CHRONICLE. 





WOODSTOCK. SATURDAY, AUGUST 27, 1831. 
Some lads in Covington Ky. while their pa- 
rents were at Church, took down a loaded rifle 
to play shoot the hog. The youngest of them 
got on his hands and feet to represent the hog, 
and when his brother was taking aim at his 
head the piece went off and killed him instant- 


ly. 








Tue Stave Trave.—‘It would be easy t 
prove,” says Humboldt, “that the whole of the 
Archipelago of the West Indies, which now com- 
prise scarcely 2,400,000 negroes and mullatoes, 
(free and slaves)—received from 1570 to 1825, 
nearly five millions of Africans! In this revollt- 
ing calculation of the consumption of the human 
species, we have not included the number of un- 
fortunate slaves who have perished in the gas 
sage, or been thrown into the sea as damaged 
merchandise.” 





Assault and Death.—On Thursday, a man 
named William Wilson, entered the bar and 
lodging room of Mr. Worth, in Division Street. 
in a riotous manner. Mr. W. has a number of 
berths in his room, which is next toa stage office 
for the accomodation of persons who wisn te 
sleep there. Thomas Platt, who has for many 
years been a hand at the ferry, wasin one of th 
berths. Wilson seized and dragged him, or at- 
tempted to drag him out. Platt then went out 
of the front door into the street and called for 
the watch. Wilson went out of the back door, 
but came round into the street and struck Platt, 
who fell on the curb stone, and his scull was 
fractured. Platt lingered till Sunday night, 
when he died. Wilson was yesterday arrested 
and committed to jail.— Albany paper. 





A —— . Se 
MARRIED. 
In this town. Mr. Daniel O. Dodge, of Stowe, to Miss Su- 
san D. Simmons, of this town. : 





DEATHS. 

In Cavendish, on the 11th inst. Mrs. ResecK an, wif 
of Mr. Asa Whitcomb, in the 66th year of her age. Re- 
spected in life for the goodness of her dispusition, she has 
left an aged husband, several children, and a large cire! 
of friends, to mourn the loss they have sustained by her 
death. p 

is this town, on Saturday, Mrs. HANNAH EMERSON, 
sged 80. 
. Bridgwater Mrs. Sarah Southgate, aged 94. 

In Royalton, Abigail, only child of John Pierce, azed 15 
months. 
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MISCELLANY. 


Recreation, amusement, health, are words 
of course at this season: withsome, while'telling 
of their intended trip t> Brandy-wine, or Bed- 
ford, or Saratoga, or to the Warm and Hot 
Springs of Virginia, or to the sea shore, or to 
the Lakes; with others, while expressing their 
regret that pressing professional Or busiuess en- 
gagements keep them at home;‘and with a 
third party who console themselves for their sta- 
tionary condition by the amusing sketches of 
places and characters, with which they are en- 
tertained in the epistolary communications of 
their traveling friends. Greeting each and all of 
these parties, we invite their attention to a few 
remarks which are nearly as applicable to those 
who are chasing after health abroad, as to those 
who are running away from it by their fretting 
and fooling at home. 

Two of the chief means by which Hygiea 
dispenses her benefits to those of her votaries 
who visit mineral springs and watering places 
gencrally, are, bathing, and drinking the waters 
of the famed fount. The benefits from the first, 
or bathing, are mainly referable tuo ablution 
and the effects depending on the temperature of 
the bath, rather than to any mineral impregna- 
tion inthe water. Ofcourse, the citizen, doom- 
ed to keep the limits, can as well enjoy the bath 
as he climbs the Allegany, or immerses himsel!, 
in the water of the Atlantic Ocean. What are 
called medicinal baths, may, indeed, from the 
influence of faith, produce wonderful results, in 
the same manner as miracles have been wrought, 
in periods of superstition, at fountains which 
have been hallowed by some patron saint. Their 
natural efficacy was improved by their supernat- 
ural reputation. They were really salutary, be- 
cause th:y were supposed to be sacred. It was 
the imputed holiness of the well which gave it in 
a great measure its healing quality. 

The priests of paganism knew how to turn 
natural gifts and phenomena to account, in fa- 
vour of superstition, when they erected temples 
near or over a mineral or thermal spring, and 
made the iavalids who came to invoke the assis- 
tance of their favourite god, undergo a regular 
course of bathing. An arrangement of this kind 
is still evident io the ruins of the temple of Jupi- 
ter Serapis, near Naples. The warm eulphu- 
rous water of an adjoining spring is diverted into 
basins, iu which the sick and infirm, and, on 
occasions, we may presume, the priests them- 
selves and the attendants of the temple, bath- 
ed. 

The necessity of cutaneous abstersion to com- 
fort and health, seems to have been, and still to 
he, more generally admitted by the half civilized 
people of nothern Europe and of Asia, than by 
those who boast largely of their refinement and 
knowledge, such asthe Anglo-Saxons and Anglo- 
Americans. Even they who visit the places where 
bathing is readily perfomed, are too indolent to 
adopt the practice, and they carry home with 
them the dust and perspirable matter aceumula- 
ted on their skin during the journey, What a 
commentary this upon their search after health! 
One would imagine that from their conduct they 
entertained a medical theory similar to that of a 
tribe inhabiting the Great Desert in Africa, and 
who are thus noticed by a modern traveller: “No 
people have more aversion to water than the Tn- 
aricks general have. Even in performing their 
pecessary purifications, which require that a 
man should wash in a particular way before his 








rayers, they avoid water and make use of sand. 

any attempts were made by us to discover the 
reason why they kept themselves in such a dirty 
state; but to all our enquiries we obtained the 
same answer, ‘God never intended that man 
should injure his health if he could avoid it; wa- 
ter having been given to man to drink and cook 
with ; it does not agree with the skin of a Tuarick, 
who always falls sick after much washing.’ It 
were most earnestly to be wished that approxima- 
tion to habits of this kind should doom the 
offender to a residence in the Great Desert, as 
the proper associate of his fellow savages.” 

Ifa person who is obliged to stay at home during 
the summer, should regularly take a warm bath 
at from 92d to 96d twice a week, about an hour be- 
fore dinner, and rub his skin with a coarse towel 
or sponge dipped in salt and water every mor- 
ning on rising, he will, as far as regards bathing, 
have little cause to envy his more fortunate travel- 
ling friend for the advantages which this latter 
may be presumed to enjoy at some famous miner- 
alspring. Nor needthis tarry-at-home person 
despair of deriving benefit from drinking every 
morning early, and at noon, a tumbler full of the 
water from his own spring or adjoining river, with 
the addition thereto of a saline substance, such, 
as a few grainsor a tea-spoonful of epsom with a 
few grains of magnesia. Should the water have 
previously contained earthy matters, rendering 
it unpalatable, or disagreeing with the stomach ; 
or should it offend and lie heavy on the stomach 
in Consequence of its coldness, it should be boil- 
ed, and then drank of a temperature either of the 
atmosphere, or tepid or warm, as personal expe- 
rience has ascertained to be most salutary; still 
adding, however, the ingredients above mention- 
ed. We should, for ourselves, have great faith 
in the pure water itself, without any addition, 
the more especially if all spiritous and ferment- 
ed liquors were to be abstained fiom at the same 
time. Let our staid citizen put himself on this 
course of bathing and drinking mineral water, ag 
above, for six weeks or two months, keep good 
hours, take a walk in a public square or in the 
precincts of the city inthe morning, and in the e- 
vening before the dew begins to fall,we venture to 
assure him that he will be able to advantageous- 
ly compare notes, as to the state ofhis health 
and spirits, with very many of his friends, when 
they shall have returned from their trip to the 
springs or the sea shore. 





The Progress of Passion.—The passions usurp 
the separate command of the successive periods 
of life. To the happiness of our first years 
nothing more seems necessary than freedom 
from restraint, but soon afterwards the love of 
toys and diversions engages our minds, and then 
the sunshine quickens us to play and the shade 
invites ustosleep. When we approach towards 
manhood, the simplicity of natural amusements 
passes away in some degree, and art and con- 
trivance must improve our pleasure, besides 
what we receive from the natural drawings of 
“eer to the other sex. After this the atten- 

ion is transferred from pleasure to business and 
interest, in which perhaps pleasure is included, 
though diffused in a wider extent, and protracted 
through new gradations. Now prudence begins 
to exert its influence, and wealth, power, er 
fame, are the principal objects. At length fame 


is observed to be uncertain, and power to be 
dangerous; the man whose vigor and alacrity 
begin to forsake him, by degrees contracts his 





designs and becomes parsimonious. If religion 
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does not engage the heart at the declining pe- 
riod, avarice is generally the last passion of those 
lives of which the first part has been squandered 
in pleasure, and the second in care or ambition. 
When any passion has passed the bounds which 
nature prescribes, it counteracts its own purpose 
thus too much rage hinders the warrior from 
circumspection, 100 much eagerness of profit 
hurts the credit of the trader, and tov much 
ardor takes away from the lover that easiness of 
address that pleases so much. 





An excellent rule for living happy in society 
is, never to concern one’s self with the affairs of 
others unless they wish for, or desire it. Un- 
der pretence of being useful, people show mere 
curiosity than affection. 








\— 





PROPOSALS 
For Publishing by subscription the Second Edition of 
A COURSE OF LECTURES, 
IN 
DEFENCE OF DIVINE REVELATION. 
BY DAVID PICKERING. 


These Lectures embrace the following subjects: 


1. The Existence of God, proved by the works 
of nature, and the evidence drawn from physical 
scrence. 

2. The necessity of a Divine Revelation, drawn 
from the history of man, with and without a reve- 
lation, contrasted. 

3. The credibility of the Mosaic history, es - 
tablished by the testimony of profane historians, 
who have borne witness to some of the most 
leading and important facts it contains. 

4, The history of the Deluge, supported by 

well-established facts, and the concurrent testi- 
mony of some of the most ancient nations. 
5. The destruction of Sodom and the cities of 
the plain, proved by the acknowledgment of early 
writers, and by evidences still remaining on the 
spot. 

"6. The prophetic inspiration of Moses, estab- 
lished by astonishing predictions, which have 
been for ages, and are still fulfilling. 

7. The prophetical writings of the Old Testa- 
ment, identified with the history of the Jews, and 
cannot be overthrown without destroying their 
history. 

&. The life, death, resurrection, and ascension 
of Jesus Christ, supported by plain and stubborn 
facts. 

9. Proofs of the genuine character of the 
books of the New Testament. 

10. Some of the leading causes of infidelity, 
considered, and the hopes of skepticism, com- 
pared with those which revelation unfolds. 

(G> This book should be in the hands of every 
friend to christianity, as it contains a greater 
quantity of historical information on the subjects 
to which it is devoted, than any other of the size 
and price ; and nothing which should offend any 
christian of any denomination. ‘This edition 
will be printed on an excellent quality of paper, 
with an entirely new small pica type, 12mo size, 
and contain 240 pages, and will be put to press 
in afew weeks. The price to subscribers, well 
bound and lettered, will be 75 cents, payable on 
delivery. Persons obtaining subscribers, and 
being responsible for the payment, shall receive 
every sixth copy for their trouble, or 20 per cent 
commission on the amount paid over to the pub- 
lisher. Subscription papers to be returned to 
Samvet W. Wueeter, 110 Westminster-street, 
by the 30th of September ensuing. 





Provivence, R. I. Ju.y 20, 1831, 
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